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cut the help of Males : So likewife I believe it is in 
Oyfters ; and I am alfo of Opinion, that that exceed- 
ing Number of fmall Particles, which 1 difcovered in 
them, and which I took for Animalcnla, are nothing 
elfe but the Parts put into a violent Motion : But thefe 
are not Obfervations, but gueffes in relation to the 
Oyfters. But if one dwelt upon the Sea Shore, and 
could daily view the Shell Fi(h, one might fpeak with 
greater certainty and farisfa&ion concerning them. 

I never made fo many Obfervations, nor with {o 
much Pains, as I have done in the Bufinefs of Mufcles : 
But not being able to do it with Satisfa&ion, my wifhes 
are, That the Difcoveries about the Production of Shell 
Fi(h, may be enter'd upon by feme body elfe ; for as for 
my own Part I give it up; and with great RefpecT: I 

remain 

Tour moft humble Servant, 

Anthony van Leeuwenhoek. 



VII. An Account of what appeared on opening the 'Body 

of St. Johns E/f, who dyed of an Afthma, 

July the id 1705. Aged 7% Tears, By the late 
Mr. William Cowper, Surgeon, F. ${. S. Com- 
municated by t>r. Hans 61oanc, Reg. Soc. Seer. 

IT was remarkable, before the Body was removed 
from the Bed, whereon it lay ..« Hoars after Death, 
that the Blifter in the Neck had diftharged not lefs 
than a Quart or three Pints of Serum before I began the 
Difle&ion. 

In 
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In the Abdomen was a fmall quantity of Watery inch 
as is ufual in thofe who dye of Chronical Difeafes. The 
Parrs in this Lower Venter .were in a Natural State 5 
except 

The, Kidneys, of which the Right was very much 
contra&ed, even to a third part of its Natural fize, and 
had two large Hydatides, or Bladders of clear Water, 
on its Surface. 

The Left Kidney was alfo leflened, but not fo mucli 
as the flight ; Its Surface like that was unequal, but had 
no Hydntides on it. 

The Vreter of this Left Kidney was very much con- 
torted, at its rife from the Pelvh, where its Sides were 
Petrified 5 infomuch that its Canal was almoft rendered 
impervious for the Paffage of the Urine. 

Nothing was found in the Bladder of Urine, but di- 
vers Stones of unufuai Figures, as if they had been pieces* 
of a large Stone broken to bits, in whofe Center a. 
Nucleus had been lodged. 

The Gall-Bladder was filled with Gall-Stones. 

Nor was the Stomach, which he comphioed of {I e» 
in want of Appetite) any other ways difordered ^ but 
a little redder, having more Blood in its Veffels than is 
ufual 3 its Mufcular Fibres being ftronger than we gene- 
rally find them in the Stomachs of healthful Perfons. 

The Cavity of the Thorax, or Cheft, was filled with 
Water on both fides ^ infomuch, that the Lungs were 
not above a third part of their Natural Magnitude. 

The Pleura, or Membrane that lines the two Cavities 
of the Thorax, was very much thick'ned by the Serum 
or Water 5 from whence it defcended by the Mafcles of 
the Back into his Legs, 

The Valves of the Left Ventricle of the Heart were 
Petrified in feveral Places, efpecially thofe call'd Morales* 

There were forne Stony Bodies found on ihs Bronchia, 
at and near their Rife from the Lung?- 






